
Temple Sinai / Temple Beth Zion Multiple-Narrative Trip to
Israel & the West Bank

February 13-23, 2022

Included: 10 nights’ accommodation (double occupancy) at the following
hotels or similar; Market House (Tel Aviv-Jaffa), Bay Club
(Haifa), Harmony (Jerusalem)
2 MEJDI-Trained Guide for 9 days
1 MEJDI-Trained Guide for 1 day
10 Days of Private Bus Transportation, including arrival and

departure group transfers
Meals listed in the itinerary: 10 Breakfasts, 5 Lunches, 31

Dinners
Bottled Water available on the bus daily
Entrances, sites, and honorariums for speakers2

Audio headsets for personal use
Customary tips for drivers, guides, and hotel staff
Dedicated pre-trip customer service and on-ground support

Not Included: International airfare
Travel insurance-Required
Single Supplement Costs - $1,120
Any required COVID testing costs
Meals not mentioned in the itinerary
Individual airport transfers (arrival and departure)
Anything not explicitly mentioned in the included section

Pricing: 45-50 Paying Participants - $3,395 Per Person
40-44 Paying Participants - $3,465 Per Person
35-39 Paying Participants - $3,535 Per Person
30-34 Paying Participants - $3,595 Per Person

2 Subject to confirmation based on availability

1 Hechshered restaurants when possible. No treif, no dairy and meat together
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Itinerary:

Depart Boston Saturday night, February 12, 2022

Day 1, Sunday, February 13, 2022: Introduction to the Dual Narrative - Tel
Aviv

● After COVID screening and testing at the airport, meet your driver and
transfer to Tel Aviv.

● There may still be a second COVID-related test that travelers will need to
get in Tel Aviv and if that is the case, that secondary test will occur upon
arrival in Tel Aviv.

● Check in to the hotel.
● Dinner on own (recommendations will be provided).

Hotel: Market House Hotel, Jaffa

Day 2, Monday, February 14, 2022: Tel Aviv
● Meet your Israeli and Palestinian guides who will explain the exciting

Dual Narrative perspectives you will hear on the trip. Learn from them the
dual histories of the Arab and Jewish cities, including an explanation of the
birth of Tel Aviv and the Zionist movement and the struggles of life in Arab
Jaffa and beyond.

● Travel to the historic Ahuzat Bayit neighborhood, the original suburb
modeled on Herzl’s vision in Alteneuland that grew into the modern city of
Tel Aviv. There, take a walking tour beginning under the fig and Poinciana
trees of Rothschild Boulevard to learn to learn about the city’s history
and to observe some of Tel Aviv’s Bauhaus style buildings.

o Begin outside the former house of Eliyahu Golomb, one of the
founders of the Haganah organization, the pre-State Jewish
military force that later evolved into the Israel Defense Force-the
army of the State of Israel- in 1948. The guide will talk about this
became the Haganah’s main headquarters, with secret meetings
held there until the wee hours where members discussed illegal
Jewish immigration and settlement of Jews into British Mandate
Palestine, as well as paramilitary operations.

o Stop at the location where the Israeli Declaration of
Independence was signed.

• Continue to the Shalom Meir Tower to see Independence Hall’s
Temporary Exhibit (Independence Hall itself is closed for renovations until
2023).

• Travel to the Hassan Beck Mosque for Israeli and Palestinian
perspectives on the 1948 Arab-Israeli War. The mosque was built in 1916
in the Arab neighborhood of Manshiyya, an outgrowth of an expanding
Jaffa. The residents fled or were forced to leave, and the neighborhood
was almost entirely demolished, except for the mosque, because Israeli
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authorities were reluctant to be seen as desecrating a Muslim house of
worship.

• Take a tour of the Carmel Shuk Market with ample time to explore and
have lunch on your own.

• After lunch, continue on foot up the historic Bialik Street, home to Rubin
Museum, the former residence of painter Reuven Rubin and Bialik
House, the former residence of Israel’s national poet Chaim Nachman
Bialik. Take the opportunity to learn about Ahad Ha’am’s vision for
cultural Zionism and how that differed from Theodor Herzl’s vision of a
political Zionism.

• At the top of the street, visit Beit Ha’ir, Tel Aviv’s former town hall.
• Return to the hotel and host a speaker from the New Israel Fund [ideally

Micky Gitzin, Director of NIF in Israel] to provide an initial lay-of-the-land
contextualizing the most pressing and inspiring social activism movements
in Israel.

• Have a group dinner.
Hotel: Market House Hotel, Jaffa [Breakfast & Dinner included)

Day 3, Tuesday, February 15, 2022: Gaza Border Region
• Travel to the border region with the Gaza Strip to meet local residents

from a variety of political perspectives to hear firsthand about how
shelling, sirens, bunkers, tunnels, Iron Dome, and war have affected the
border communities.

• Begin at the Gush Katif and Northern Samaria Commemoration
Center. A former resident of Gush Katif will introduce the group to the
story of Gush Katif starting with the history of the region, the establishment
of their settlement communities, the dismantling of those communities and
the challenges former residents face today.

• Then meet an activist from Other Voice – a grassroots volunteer initiative
comprised of citizens from the communities bordering the Gaza border –
knows that our violent reality can and must be altered. Other Voice keeps
in contact with Gazans, calls for an end to the siege, works for an end to
the attacks from both sides (that target primarily innocent citizens), and
strives toward the co-creation of a sustainable reality for all.

• Contribute tiles to the Path to Peace Mosaic Wall, a joint mosaic
creation, by thousands of people, towards hope, love, and happiness
among all people. The creation is placed upon the border wall that divides
the Gaza Strip and Israel, adjacent to the homes of Moshav Netiv
Ha’Asara.

• Other Voice will organize a phone or video call between the group and
Gaza residents.

• Return to Tel Aviv and have a group debriefing and processing session.
• Enjoy a free evening.

Hotel: Market House Hotel, Jaffa [Breakfast & Lunch included]
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Day 4, Wednesday, February 16, 2022: Haifa, Boston’s Sister City [Private
Transportation, 2 Guides]

● Check out of the hotel and drive north to Haifa, Boston’s sister city in
Israel.

● Take a street food walking tour in the lower part of the city for lunch.
● In the afternoon participate in a “Life in Pink: Haifa's Queer History”

Walking Tour, an exploration of Haifa's secret queer history. Walking
through the neighborhood of Hadar HaCarmel, this tour tells stories about
love, murder, public gardens, police harassment, politicization, struggle,
and pride, whose protagonists are lesbians, feminists, homosexuals,
trans* people, Jews, and Palestinians.

● Then visit Isha L’Isha—Haifa Feminist Center, the oldest grassroots
feminist organization in Israel and one of the leading voices of women’s
rights in the country. Hear about their current projects include Women,
Peace and Security; Fighting Against Trafficking and Prostitution of
Women; and/or Women and Medical Technologies.

● Check into the hotel and have a group debriefing and processing session.
● Enjoy a free evening in Haifa.

Hotel: Bay Club Hotel, Haifa [Breakfast & Lunch included]

Day 5, Thursday, February 17, 2022: Shared Society in Haifa [Private
Transportation, 2 Guides]

● Start the day with a visit the famous Baha’i Gardens to learn about the
Baha’i faith.

● Then meet a representative of the Beit Hagefen Jewish-Arab Culture
Center who will introduce the group to the organization’s work and take
the group on a “History of Tolerance and Diverse Traditions” Walking
Tour through the city’s Wadi Nisnas district – a Christian-Arab
neighborhood famous for its art route. Explore one of Israel's most diverse
cities and support efforts to combat intolerance through dialogue and
education. Visit the famous Museum Without Walls, an open art venue
that incorporates changing exhibitions and a permanent display of
artworks. It was one of the first venues that held joint exhibitions of
prominent and emerging Arab Palestinian and Jewish artists on a regular
basis.

● Have lunch on your own.
● In the afternoon, meet Jafar Farah, Director of the Mossawa Center: The

Advocacy Center for Arab Citizens in Israel. Jafar is a long time
advocate and activist for equal rights for the Arab community. Prior to
founding the Mossawa Center, Jafar was a journalist and researcher for
several years, working for Haaretz, several Arabic newspapers and TV
programs on Israel’s public channel 2.

● End the day by learning rhythm and harmony, peacemaking and
reconciliation, through a group activity with an interfaith Peace Drums
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Project between Jewish, Christian, and Muslim youth organized by Leo
Baeck Educational Center. Also learn about how Leo Baeck serves as
the hub of egalitarian Judaism in Haifa through its synagogue, schools,
and community projects.

● Have dinner at the Leo Baeck Education Center with teenagers
preparing to enter the army.

● Return to the group’s accommodations for a group dinner.
Hotel: Bay Club Hotel, Haifa [Breakfast & Dinner included]

Day 6, Friday, February 18, 2022: Ramallah [Private Transportation
extended hours, 2 Guides]

● Check out and drive to Ramallah.
● Over lunch, meet Palestinian business leaders Sam Bahour, Managing

Partner of Applied Information Management. He regularly meets with
Jewish groups and Israelis; doing so casts him in opposition to
Palestinians who promote anti-normalization agendas.

● Visit the controversial Yasser Arafat Museum. Discuss and debate
Arafat’s complex legacy from multiple perspectives as both an unrepentant
terrorist and a national freedom fighter, as both a revered Palestinian
statesman and a politician tainted by corruption, and as both a deserving
and undeserving Nobel Peace Prize recipient.

● Meet with a Palestinian politician to discuss the boycott, divestment, and
sanctions movement, the anti-normalization movement, their perceptions
of racism in Israeli and Palestinian society, and their perceptions of
anti-Semitism in Palestinian society.

● Ascend to Jerusalem and check into the hotel.
● Join an egalitarian congregation for Shabbat services followed by

Shabbat dinner.
Hotel: Harmony Hotel, Jerusalem [Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner included]

Day 7, Saturday, February 19, 2022: Shabbat and Sheikh Jarrah [NO Private
Transportation, 2 Guides]

● Have a free morning to sleep in, attend Shabbat services, or explore a bit
of the city on your own.

● In the afternoon, walk to the East Jerusalem to tour the neighborhood of
Sheikh Jarrah with Ahmad or Mahoud Muna, owners of the
Educational Bookshop.

o Have a vegetarian lunch at the Educational Bookshop and hear
about what it means to be Palestinian East Jerusalemite rather than
an Arab citizen of Israel or a Palestinian in the West Bank.  Also
hear about the history of the Educational Bookshop and the literary
culture of Palestine.
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o Visit Alnayzak Innovation Lab. Their mission is to develop a new
culture of scientific education for providing economic opportunities
and advancing the daily lives of Palestinians.

o Visit the Palestinian Art Court-al Hoash to see a Palestinian
contemporary art gallery. 

● End the day with a group havdalah.
● Have a free evening.

Hotel: Harmony Hotel, Jerusalem [Breakfast & Lunch included]

Day 8, Sunday, February 20, 2022: Bethlehem and Hebron [Private
Transportation, 2 Guides]

● Cross into the West Bank and see the wall from the Palestinian
perspective.

● Visit the Walled Off Hotel, set up and financed by world renowned Street
Artist Banksy, to see their museum and art gallery.

● Tour a Palestinian refugee camp.
● Have a vegetarian group lunch.
● Travel to Hebron’s Old Town for a multiple narrative tour of this holy and

fractious city. Meet with both Jewish settlers and Palestinians. Visit the
Cave of the Patriarchs.

● Return to the hotel and hear stories from members of The Parents
Circle/Families Forum, a grassroots organization of Palestinian and
Israeli families who have each lost immediate family members in the
conflict.

● Have dinner on your own.
Hotel: Harmony Hotel, Jerusalem [Breakfast & Lunch included]

Day 9, Monday, February 21, 2022: Old City of Jerusalem [Private
Transportation, 2 Guides]

● Enter the Old City through the Dung Gate and visit the Kotel (Western
Wall) plaza and learn about the current state of affairs to create an
egalitarian section.

● Ascend to the Temple Mount/Al-Haram al-Sharif and tour the precinct.
● Have free time for lunch on your own.
● Learn about the Christian “Stations of the Cross” along the Via

Dolorosa and the incense-filled halls of the Holy Sepulchre Church, the
place identified as both the site of the crucifixion and the tomb of Jesus.

● Weave through the shops and alleyways of the Arab shuk (market) in the
Old City, where you can have some free time to practice your haggling
skills.

● Meet Wissam Razzouk at Razzouk Ink, a 700-year-old Christian family
owned tattoo parlor that catered to Coptic Christian pilgrims. He has
centuries of family stories to tell including his own recent involvement in
“Healing Ink,” which uses tattooing to help Israeli victims of terrorism and
war overcome trauma.
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● Return to the hotel and have a group processing session.
● Have a free evening.

Hotel: Harmony Hotel, Jerusalem [Breakfast included]

Day 10, Tuesday, February 22, 2022: West Jerusalem [Private
Transportation, 2 Guides]

● Start the day by walking to Yad Lakashish, Lifeline for Old, for a tour
and time to shop in their gift shop.

● Then tour the Nachlaot neighborhood of Jerusalem with Drori Yehoshua.
Drori was born in the Kurdish neighborhood of Jerusalem. He is a Talmud
Instructor at the Shalom Hartman Institute, one of the founders of
Memizrach Shemesh and Kol Yisrael Haverim, and facilitates Kol Yisrael
Haverim communities. Drori feels privileged to be active in the following
organizations: Prisoners in Rehabilitation, Beit Hashem Nelech, Tag Meir
(Spread the Light—Together Against Terror), Invitation to Piyut, SPCA
Israel. Drori will also teach the group about Jewish views on racism and
intolerance through the perspective of Sephardic sages.

● Have lunch on your own in the Machane Yehuda shuk.
● Visit Beit Alliance, the home of the New Spirit organization and an

incubator for the capital’s creative and professional artistic community.
After having stood desolate and abandoned for 15 years, the former
Alliance School, centrally located near the Machane Yehuda market now
houses artists groups working and creating together in one community.
New Spirit’s mission is to develop professional, artistic and multi-faceted
communities with the special Jerusalem characteristics and leadership
awareness to further economic development and social changes in
Jerusalem.

● End the day with a visit to the Israel Museum. Have dinner on your own
at the museum.

Hotel: Harmony Hotel, Jerusalem [Breakfast included]

Day 11, Wednesday, February 23, 2022: Jaffa [Transportation, 1 Guide]
● Check out after breakfast and return to Tel Aviv-Jaffa.
● Take a walking tour through Jaffa through the lens of music with a

member of the multi-ethnic hip-hop group System Ali. The tour combines
the history of the city of Jaffa in its 5,000 years of existence with a
discussion of the conflictual issues of the city in recent decades through
textual and musical works performed on the site.

• Have lunch on your own.
• In the afternoon, join BINA: The Jewish Movement for Social Change

for a walking tour of Neve Sha'anan and South Tel Aviv called “The
Strangers Among Us: Refugees, Immigrants and Others.” This tour
explores the fascinating neighborhood of Neve Sha’anan as a microcosm
of Israel. In recent years, Israel has seen a significant rise in non-Jewish
immigrants such as migrant workers, asylum-seekers and refugees,
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presenting new challenges to the Jewish State. With our own eyes we will
see how diverse groups have left their impact on Israel and on the
neighborhood. 

• Conclude with a street art tour in South Tel Aviv.
• Group transfer to the airport is available.

[Breakfast included]
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